
1920’s/Great Gatsby project 

Adapted from The Library of Congress lesson plans 
http://www.loc.gov/search/?in=partof:Teachers&q=Great%20Gatsby 
 

Part I—Using Primary Sources to Interpret Life during the 1920s 
History books tell the story of previous generations, but to really understand what people valued in the 
past, it is helpful to examine the objects that they left behind.  These documents, photographs, films, 
posters, and recordings tell a more vivid and person story than paragraphs in a textbook.  These objects, 
the remnants of everyday life, offer rich insights into the values, attitudes, and beliefs of the people who 
produced them. 
Directions:  Using the Primary Source Analysis Tool, analyze your assigned artifacts.  Print the artifacts to 
get a closer look. 
 
Part II—Primary Sources from the 1920s and The Great Gatsby 
Explore the American Memory collections to locate primary sources that illustrate some 
ideas/events/details in The Great Gatsby. 
 
Directions: Using the Library of Congress digital collections, locate at least one primary source 
document/object from each of the following areas and then analyze them using the Primary Source 
Analysis tool. 

 News 

 Sports 

 Advertisements 

 Lifestyle 

 Entertainment 

 Editorials 

 Obituaries 

 Business 
 
How to get started: 

 Go to the American Memory collections. 
 Select “More browse options.” 
 Select 1900-1929 in the Browse Collections by Time Period choices. 
 Deselect (remove the checks) collections that do not appear helpful. 
 Conduct a keyword search by typing a term in the box at the top of the page. 
 To locate primary sources, you may use the keywords suggested below or try your own.  

Remember that you are searching for primary sources which reflect ideas, events, or details 
featured in The Great Gatsby. Consider : 

o Based on the evidence of this object or document, what were some of the attitudes, 
values, and beliefs of Americans during the twenties? 

o What event/idea/detail from The Great Gatsby does this object or document parallel? 
(Include specific detail/quote and page number from the novel.) 

 Keep a list of the items, including URL and caption, so you can find them again and also so you 
can create a works cited list. 

 
Keywords 

 News—prohibition, women’s suffrage, World War I, military, election, politics, trials 
 Sports—golf, golf women,  polo, world series New York, yachting 
 Advertising—advertisement home, advertisement cleaning, advertisement appliances, 

advertisement music, advertisement film, advertisement photography, advertisement fashion, 
advertisement cars 
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 Lifestyles—fashion, education, parties, cars, automobiles, vacations, home decorations, 
telephone, bar, dance club, photography, clothing 

 Entertainment—film, music jazz, dance jazz, restaurants, dining, movies, radio, yachting, 
musicians, records, phonograph, dance clubs 

 Editorials—editorials 
 Obituaries—obituaries, death 
 Business—stock market, Wall Street, financial investment, business, manufacturing 

 
Part III—Creating a Literary Newspaper 
 
Directions:  Using your familiarity with the American Memory collections and a minimum of THREE 
other sources (books, databases—not general websites), create a (    ) page literary newspaper of 
historically accurate events from the 1920s and parallel fictional stories based on The Great Gatsby. 
 
How to get started: 
1. Using the American Memory collections as well as books and databases, locate artifacts and 
information from the following areas: 

 News 

 Sports 

 Advertisements 

 Lifestyle 

 Entertainment 

 Editorials 

 Obituaries 

 Business 
2. The artifacts and information chosen should illustrate life during the 1920s and an idea, event, or 
detail from The Great Gatsby. 
3.  Create a (    ) page literary newspaper. 
 
 


