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The Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon Rainforest is the world's largest tropical rain forest, covering seven countries. Most of the

rainforest covers Brazil, and the rest covers Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, Guyana, Surinam and French

Guiana.

Water evaporates from the oceans and then falls as rain on the trees in the forests. This rain collects on

the tops of leaves and other vegetation and evaporates once again into the air. This is how the rain

forests works within the Amazon.

Over 5 million different types of animals, plants, and insect species live in the tropical rainforest. The

rainforests with its abundance of vegetation has mysterious and exciting places, some of which are

hidden away from the world in the maze of the forests.

These forests are sometimes referred to as jungles. These jungles are dense with giant flowers, colorful

birds, plants, and many types of animals and insects.

The tropical rainforest grows in hot areas around the equator. The area is known as the tropics where

each day there are 12 hours of daylight and 12 hours of darkness.

The Amazon Basin in Brazil is located along the coast. It is a tropical rainforest with broad trees and

giant shrubs. The ground is rich in decaying foliage, and small animals.

The Amazon Basin covers 2.3 million square miles. It starts at the heavily forested eastern slopes of the

Andes then it drops to sea level and from there commences the Amazon River.
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The Amazon river has the world's greatest drainage system. It is the world's second largest river. The

Nile river in Egypt is longer.

The Amazon's length is of 4,000 miles, and it has 1,000 tributaries. The Amazon river contains 5 trillion

gallons of water each day.

One-sixth of all freshwater in the world runs through the Amazon Basin. The Amazon produces one-

third of the world's oxygen and one-fifth of the fresh water of the world.

Rainforests get a lot of rain between 100 and 400 inches of water a year. Rainforests are important

because thousands of animals, insects, plants, and flowers live there. The rainforest provide us with

fruits like pineapples, bananas, Brazil nuts, and many others.

The rainforest also provide us with medicinal plants like the rosy periwinkle plant use to cure children

with a kind of leukemia. Leukemia is cancer of the white blood cells.

The leaves, seeds, and flowers of plants are used to make perfumes, bar soaps, cosmetics, and other

goods. The fibers used for baskets, cords, and ropes come from plants like lianas.

The plants of the rainforest help the air and the climate because they absorb carbon dioxide.

The Amazon possess trees that can range between 60 and 150 feet high. As many as 3,000 different

species of trees can be found in one square mile

On a global scale, hot tropical air rises along the equator and travels to the North and South Poles as

cold air from these poles travels toward the equator.

As the Earth rotates, the movement of air is caused to swerve, which creates what are called the trade

winds. These winds carry dust from African deserts to the rain forest soil across the Atlantic Ocean.

The Canopy is where most of the animals live and it is divided into the Upper and Lower Canopy. The

vegetation is so thick that it blocks out almost all the light from the sun, and keeps the land and plants

below in the shade.

The Canopy blocks the sunlight and the wind, making the air inside the rainforest very still. The forest

floor stays wet and warm, and it is carpeted by dead brown leaves.

The trees are connected by vines and fruits. Flowers grow on branches or right out of tree trunks. Some

of the animals that live here are the jaguar, the poison dart frog, the capuchin monkey and the golden

lion marmoset.

The Amazon river dolphin or pink dolphin is also a native of the rainforest. It entered the river over 2

million years ago through the Atlantic Ocean.

Scientists divide the rain forest into different sections. The first section is called the Emergent Trees
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section. Here the tallest trees in the area grow to be up to 125 feet.

Birds like the Harpy Eagle live in this part of the forest. These birds compete fiercely for the highest

branch with the most sunlight. Winds and birds scatter the seeds of the trees.

The second layer of the rainforest is the understory. This is a layer of smaller trees and plants that

grows below the canopy. Woody vines called lianas grow up towards the light in the canopy.

Shorter trees and vegetation make up what is called the understory. This area may only get 1% of the

whole region's sunlight. Here there are insects and animals and flowers of all types.

There are different types of rain forests in the Amazon Basin. The Lowland forest, the predominant type,

contains up to 283 tree species which can be found in a small patch of land in the forest. Some of these

trees include the cedar, mahogany and Brazil-nut.

The forest floor is full of all types of living things. There is bacteria that help things grow and reproduce,

funguses that help the trees and plants grow, and there are new plants growing all the time.

There are millions of insects like cockroaches, beetles, centipedes, ants, and scorpions.

There are also reptiles like lizards and iguanas and the gold frog. Other larger animals include the wild

pig and the armadillo.

The flooded forest is partly underwater for months at a time. There are very few flooded forests in the

Amazon, but the soils are so fertile here that wild grasses can grow six inches in one day.

Not only are the rain forests rich in plants and animals, but these plants and animals may contain

chemicals that can help us in the future.

Brazil has been pushing development further inland since the early 1960s. A road connecting Brasilia,

the capital, to Belem, its major port city, has helped in the rapid development and destruction of this

region. Oil companies are drilling in parts of the Amazon, and forcing the peasants that live there out of

their land.

These peasants go further into the forest, cut more trees and vegetation down to make way for farming

and settlements. Government agencies are not able to stop them.

Every second of every day as much rainforest as the size of a sportfield disappears. It takes millions of

years for a rainforest to become what it is. When one is destroyed, it may never recover.

People are working all over the world to help save the rainforests. The Amazon has untold amounts of

gold and fossil fuels, and extremely valuable mahogany trees, which are prized by furniture makers.

All these riches brought many investors, who began drilling and mining, and farmers who cleared land.
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Drilling and mining scar the land, and farmers soon realized that growing crops on the land a few times

wears it out, and crops stop growing. So they move on to new areas of the jungle, destroying more

vegetation.

The cultivation of illegal drugs like cocaine involves using chemicals which are left behind to poison

remaining vegetation and animals.

The extraction of gold from the mines can leave some dangerous substances such as mercury free to

flow into the waterways.

The Amazon rainforest is rich in gold, diamonds, lumber, rubber, oil, jute, resins, ebony and numerous

other goods.

The Amazon is also rich in medicinal plants and other natural products that can be used for the future

treatments of diseases. Scientists, researchers, and pharmacists traveled to the different countries that

compose the Amazon in the search for new medicine breakthroughs.

Pharmaceutical workshops in the rainforest are proving to be a link to future medications.

Phytomedicine, ethnobotanical, and ethnobiomedical research is now been conducted in the Amazon by

pharmaceutical groups and researchers.
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By Phyllis Barkas Goldman

Illustrated by John Grigni and Daren Smith
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