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Background Texts about Mexico in the 1920s
Created by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes 

1. Mexico: Government and Revolution 
From the years 1846 to 1911, Mexico was ruled by a dictator named Porfirio Díaz. In 1910, the poor and 
working-class people of  Mexico rebelled against the wealthy landowners and Díaz. This was called the Mexican 
Revolution. Workers fought for many reasons. They wanted fair pay, equal rights, and to have better opportu-
nities for their families. The Mexican Revolution was a long and deadly war for the Mexican people. But the 
outcome changed much in their society. For example, the Mexican Constitution was written during this period, 
in 1917. This constitution outlined the rules that the government must follow. It also gave all people of  Mexico 
rights, regardless of  whether they were workers or landowners. 

2. Mexico: Neighbor to the North 
During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Mexico lost nearly half  its territory to the U.S. Within two 
years, the United States had captured Mexico City and won the war. Mexico was forced to sell its northern ter-
ritories, including Texas and what are now the states of  California, Arizona, and New Mexico, to the U.S. for 
only eighteen million dollars. This was a very low price to pay for the amount of  rich land the United States was 
getting from Mexico. Because of  this, the U.S. and Mexico had very bad relations for many years after the war.  

3. Mexico: Rich versus Poor 
Throughout Mexico’s history, there have been small villages in the countryside. For generations families have 
lived and worked on the farms that surrounded these villages. The families who worked the land did not own 
any part of  the farms. This meant that they did not make very much money, because they are paid low wages to 
work for the landowners. In fact more than 70 percent of  Mexico’s population in the 1920s was extremely poor. 
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Web Sites for Accompanying Pictures about Mexico in the 1920s
(Teacher Resource: Select images in advance and put a complete set of  pictures in each Jigsaw folder.)

Mexico: Government and Revolution Links
• General links via Library of  Congress: www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=Mexico%20revolution&st=gallery
• Portrait of  Porfirio Díaz: www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a23261/
• Images of  Mexico during the Carranza revolution against Huerta’s government (LOT 9563-16) 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=LOT%209563-16&fi=number&op=PHRASE&va=exact&co!=coll&s
g=true&st=gallery

• El Presidente Álvaro Obregón: http://www.emersonkent.com/history/timelines/mexican_revolution_time-
line_1920.htm - 

• “Rebel Soldiers, Chihuahua, Mexico,” 1910–1920s: 
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/mexican_revolution.htm

• Diego Rivera, The Uprising (El levantamiento, 1931)—mural depicting historical class struggles in Mexico:  
http://a-place-called-space.blogspot.com/2012/05/diego-rivera-murals-for-museum-of.html

Mexico: Neighbor to the North Links
• General images from Library of  Congress: www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=Mexico%201846
• United States Army soldiers and Mexican soldiers guarding the international border (International Street) at 

Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales, Sonora, during the Mexican Revolution (1910–1920):  
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Nogales_Arizona_1910-1920.jpg 

• U.S. troops guarding the United States/Mexico border in Naco, Arizona (1910–1929): 
http://www.nps.gov/seac/naco/report/fig-a4.jpg

• US and Mexico State Line (1915) 
• Getty Research Library:  

http://archives.getty.edu:30008/getty_images/digitalresources/mexico/jpegs/mex202.jpg

Mexico: Rich versus Poor 
• Newsboys sleep in the street, Mexico City, 1923: 

http://harvestheart.tumblr.com/post/29796965131
• Picture of  working family in Mexico, 1913: 

http://runyon.lib.utexas.edu/r/RUN00000/RUN00000/RUN00048.JPG
• [Use with credit line] From the Robert Runyon Photograph Collection [image number 00048], courtesy of  The 

Center for American History, The University of  Texas at Austin.
• Diego Rivera, Sugar Plantation (Plantacíon de cañas de azúcar, 1931)—mural depicting land owner and workers 

(1920s Mexico): http://www.abcgallery.com/R/rivera/rivera139.html
• Diego Rivera, The	Exploiters (Los	explotadores, 1926)—depicts unequal relationship between Mexican field workers 

and wealthy landowners: http://www.diego-rivera-foundation.org/The-Exploiters-1926-large.html
• “Typical Mexican Home and Family” pre-1920 (postcard):  

http://www.playle.com/listing.php?i=JOLIZ10503&PHPSESSID=a 
• “Mexican Family Cooking Food Outdoors on Ground by Train Tracks” circa 1920: http://theoldcollector.com/

Mexican-Family-Cooking-Food-Outdoors-on-Ground-by-Train-Tracks-ca.-1920-P2150761.aspx 


